
















Fact fi le

Expected intake 2010: 60

Typical offers 
UCAS Tariff: 300–320 points

A-level: ABB/BBB (B in a modern language) 

International Baccalaureate: 32 points 
(including a European Language at Higher Level 6)

For international students:
IELTS score: 6.5 overall

Admissions and entry requirements
See page 95

Degree programmes
R400 Spanish

Spanish as a Major subject
R4P3 Spanish with Film Studies  
R4R1 Spanish with French
R4R2 Spanish with German
R4V1 Spanish with History
R4L2 Spanish with International Relations
R4R3 Spanish with Italian
R4W3 Spanish with Music
R4V5 Spanish with Philosophy

Joint degrees
QR34 English & Spanish
RR14 French & Spanish
RR24 German & Spanish
VR14 History & Spanish
RR34 Italian & Spanish
NR24 Management & Spanish
RV45 Philosophy & Spanish*
RR94 Spanish & ELCS

*Subject to validation

Spanish as a Minor subject with the following Major subjects: 
Economics (L1R4), French (R1R4), German (R2R4), History 
(V1R4), Italian (R3R4), Mathematics (G1R4), Music (W3R4)

Fact fi le

Expected intake 2010: 35

Typical offers 
UCAS Tariff: 300–320 points

A-level: ABB/BBB (B in a modern language)

International Baccalaureate: 32 points 
(including a European Language at Higher Level 6)

For international students:
IELTS score: 6.5 overall

Admissions and entry requirements
See page 95

Degree programmes
R310  Italian

Italian as a Major subject
R3P3 Italian with Film Studies
R3R1 Italian with French
R3R2 Italian with German
R3LF Italian with International Relations
R3G1 Italian with Mathematics
R3W3 Italian with Music
R3V5 Italian with Philosophy
R3L2 Italian with Political Studies
R3R4 Italian with Spanish

Joint degrees
QR73 Classical Studies & Italian
WR43 Drama & Italian
QR33 English & Italian
RR13 French & Italian
RR23 German & Italian
QR7H Greek & Italian
RR39 Italian & ELCS
RQ36 Italian & Latin
RN32 Italian & Management
RW33 Italian & Music
RV35 Italian & Philosophy*
RR34 Italian & Spanish

*Subject to validation

Italian as a Minor subject with the following Major subjects: 
Economics (L1R3), French (R1R3), German (R2R3), Mathematics 
(G1R3), Music (W3R3), Spanish (R4R3)

Italian at Royal Holloway

Royal Holloway is one of only two Colleges in the University of 
London offering Italian. Lively and friendly, we offer you the broadest 
range of research and teaching interests – Dante, the Renaissance, 
music and opera, cinema, literature, and politics, as well as 
postcolonial studies and the visual arts. Courses include The Heritage 
of Dante and the Renaissance; Opera and Operatic Culture; Italian 
Cinema;, Italian Fashion and Design; and Postmodernism in the 
Italian Novel. And there are lots more!

Our degrees aim to develop fl uency, communication and translation 
skills in the language and we offer special beginners’ language 
courses for linguistically able students, as well as courses for students 
with advanced Italian. 

General course information 

We welcome students for Single Honours Italian and Italian as a 
Major or Minor subject. Italian Major programmes include those with 
other languages, Philosophy, Politics and International Relations. 
Our attractive range of Joint Honours programmes includes English, 
French, German, Hispanic Studies, Management, Music, Classics and 
Drama. Italian is also available within the European Studies degree 
(see page 80) and the Multilingual Studies degree (see page 94). 
We also offer Italian with Film Studies and Italian within European 
Literature & Cultural Studies (ELCS).

Teaching and assessment

Language groups vary in size between eight for oral work and 15 
for written skills, whilst content courses are delivered through a 
combination of lectures, group seminars and tutorials. Beginners’ 
Italian for keen linguists is taken by nearly half of our fi rst-year intake. 
Several cultural content courses in each year of study are assessed 
purely on coursework, including, in some cases, a presentation 
element. Other courses retain a combination of coursework and 
examination. Language work is assessed by coursework, examination 
and a spoken Italian test. There is a zero weighting for year one to 
allow you to acquire sound foundational knowledge and skills. The 
weighting of marks begins from year two onwards and increases in 
the fi nal year.  

Careers

Our graduates fi nd employment in Britain, Italy and elsewhere, 
in a wide variety of professions and industries including the 
arts, publishing, sales and marketing, Civil Service and teaching. 
Some embark on further training in translating and interpreting, 
accountancy, banking, management and law. Others go on to 
postgraduate study.
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Hispanic Studies
School of Modern Languages, Literatures and Cultures

Hispanic Studies at Royal Holloway

Hispanic Studies at Royal Holloway offers in-depth study of one of 
the world’s most widely-spoken languages and the cultures of Spain 
and Latin America. We offer a wide range of degree programmes 
led by leading experts in their fi elds. Our approach to the study of 
Hispanic cultures combines discussion-based sessions with elements 
of the more traditional university lecture. Our language teaching 
is both innovative and strongly communicative in focus. We have, 
for example, pioneered the use of complex language simulations 
designed to refl ect real-life situations. These multi-functional, 
extended role-plays teach a range of applied language skills, and 
always prove a great favourite with our students. Hispanic Studies 
students also enjoy access to state-of-the-art multimedia support 
facilities. We pride ourselves on encouraging the kind of friendly and 
informal atmosphere we regard as essential if our students are to 
derive the maximum benefi t and enjoyment from their time with us.

General course information

Our language pathways are designed for all entry levels from 
complete beginners in Spanish to those with A2 Spanish and 
even native speakers. All language courses are examined via 
a combination of coursework, oral examination and a written 
examination in the Summer Term.

Variety of content is perhaps the salient feature of the wide range 
of courses available. Literature, fi lm, the visual arts and history are 
covered in different combinations. First-year courses designed to 
introduce students to Hispanic culture include, for example, Text 
and Image in the Hispanic World, and Culture and Identity in Latin 
America. Second and fi nal-year courses include among others: 
Constructing Identity in Contemporary Spanish Film; 20th-century 
Mexican Visual Arts and Film; Gender and National Identities in 
Spanish Literature and Film; Andalusia, Deep Song, and Writing the 
Exotic Other; Culture and Society in Golden-Age Spain; Short Fiction 
by Women in Post-Civil War Spain; Contemporary Mexican Cinema; 
Confl ict in 20th-century Latin American Literature and Culture and, 
for those interested in Spanish history, Spain 1898–1939, and Spain 
1939 to the Present. Most cultural courses are examined entirely by 
coursework rather than by written examination in the Summer Term.

Careers

Our graduates go on to a wide range of careers in commerce and 
industry, journalism, sales and marketing, tourism, and the Civil 
Service or Foreign Offi ce. Others go on to obtain professional 
qualifi cations in management, banking, teaching, accounting, 
computing, translating and interpreting or law. Whatever the 
career chosen, students are increasingly fi nding that an in-depth 
knowledge of other languages and cultures is regarded as a 
powerful, even decisive part of the valuable portfolio of transferable 
skills which the Royal Holloway Modern Languages graduate is able 
to offer employers.

Italian
School of Modern Languages, Literatures and Cultures



Degree programmes

W302  Music 

Music as a Major subject 
W3R1 Music with French 

W3R2 Music with German 

W3R3 Music with Italian 

W3V5 Music with Philosophy 

W3L2 Music with Political Studies 

W3C8 Music with Psychology 

W3R4 Music with Spanish 

Joint degrees 
WW43 Drama & Music 

RW13 French & Music† 

RW23 German & Music† 

VW13 History & Music 

RW33 Italian & Music† 

GW13 Mathematics & Music 

†  Four-year degree 

Music as a Minor subject with the following Major subjects: 
Economics (L1W3), French (R1W3), German (R2W3), 
Italian (R3W3), Physics (F3W3), Spanish (R4W3)

Studying Music at university 

Studying Music at university is an opportunity to expand your 
knowledge of music from a variety of perspectives, including 
historical, global, practical and contemporary standpoints. You 
can develop your skills in music history and theory, world music, 
composition, music technology and performance, all within a 
framework that rewards serious intellectual engagement with various 
forms of music in the many spaces that it occupies in today’s world. 

Music at Royal Holloway 

The nationally and internationally-renowned Department of Music 
at Royal Holloway is one of the UK’s largest university Music 
departments. We were rated top department in the UK in the 2008 
Research Assessment Exercise and awarded the highest grade of 5* 
in the two previous assessment exercises (1996 and 2001) refl ecting 
the outstanding international quality of our research. Our teaching at 
both undergraduate and postgraduate levels has been consistently at 
the forefront of the discipline. 

Our annual undergraduate intake is around 65 (full-time equivalents) 
on Single and Joint Honours programmes; we have approximately 
70 postgraduates registered at any one time. 

With a lively concert life of its own, Royal Holloway also benefi ts 
from being only 40 minutes by train to London’s South Bank Centre 
and West End. 

General course information 

For Single Honours Music you will follow courses which give you 
global, historical and practical perspectives on music. Courses 
introduce you to various themes within historical studies, world music 
studies, contemporary music studies, compositional techniques, 
performance studies, popular music studies, and music technology. 
Depending on your second and fi nal year course choices, you can 
equally fashion yourself a degree with a strength or specialisation in 
performance, historical studies, composition, world music, or theory 
and practice of music and the moving image. 

Facilities 

In addition to extensive facilities elsewhere on campus, including 
performance venues such as the Windsor Building Concert Hall 
and the historic Picture Gallery and Chapel, the Music Department 
benefi ts from a range of specialist facilities. Wettons Terrace contains 
a recital room, 15 networked workstations offering internet access, 
word processing and Sibelius, and a well-stocked Music Library 
complete with CD and DVD listening/viewing facilities. Practice rooms 
are housed in Woodlands and Woodlands Cottage. The North Tower 
of the Founder’s Building accommodates the Sundanese gamelan, 
Andean instruments and studios for upper-level courses in Music 
IT and composition. The Department has recently invested in a 
completely renewed stock of Steinway and Steinway-designed pianos, 
and owns a number of replica Renaissance and Baroque instruments. 

Performance opportunities

The Department offers various opportunities for performance. 
Within its programme the Symphony Orchestra presents an annual 
concert at St. John’s, Smith Square in London, and the Department 
also runs the Chamber Orchestra, the Sinfonietta (for  New Music) 
an Andean Band and a Gamelan Orchestra (Gamelan Puloganti). 

There is a Big Band; and from time to time various groups come into being (Early Music, 
Baroque ensembles and so on), depending on the interests of current members of 
the Department, both students and staff. Beyond the Department, the Choral Music 
comprises the Chorus, Chamber Choir and Chapel Choir; the Chapel Choir sings regularly 
in the College and outside, broadcasts on the BBC, and engages in tours abroad.  

Further opportunities

Through Erasmus/Socrates and other international links maintained by the Department 
and College, it is possible to spend time abroad at one of a number of universities in 
Europe and beyond (Canada, USA, Australasia) either as an integral part of your degree 
programme or for a period inserted within it. Students visiting the Department from 
such partner institutions in turn bring an international dimension to activities at 
Royal Holloway.   

Teaching and assessment 

Teaching in the Music Department is organised around a mixture of lectures, seminars, 
tutorials and practical classes. All fi rst year students and those taking performance 
in their second and fi nal years also receive lessons on their fi rst instrument (or voice). 
A wide choice of teachers is offered and those with appropriate levels of skill may be 
able to study with professors at the Royal College of Music, with which Royal Holloway 
has a formal relationship. Each student also has a personal adviser. Examinations take 
place at the end of each year of the course, and each unit is assessed by a combination 
of written papers, portfolio submissions and/or practical tests/recitals as appropriate. 

Careers 

Royal Holloway’s Music graduates are successful in gaining employment. About a third 
go into further training in a conservatoire or university (including teacher training), a 
third go into music-related jobs (such as arts administration or the media) and a third go 
into other professions, including the civil service, accountancy, law and management. 

Further details 

Dr Henry Stobart 
Admissions Tutor 
Department of Music 
Royal Holloway, University of London 
Egham, Surrey TW20 0EX, UK 
T: +44 (0)1784 443532 
F: +44 (0)1784 439441 
music.admissions@rhul.ac.uk 

Fact fi le

Expected intake 2009: 65 FTE 
(= about 80 students) 

Typical offers 
UCAS Tariff: 320 points

A-level: ABB (A in Music) 

BTEC National Diploma: Distinction, 
Distinction, Merit 

International Baccalaureate: 35 points 
(including 6 in HL Music) 

For international students: 
IELTS score: 6.5 with 7 in writing 

Joint degrees
Drama & Music 
A-level: ABB (A in Music or Drama) 

French & Music 
A-level: ABB (A in Music or French) 

German & Music 
A-level: ABB (A in Music or German) 

History & Music 
A-level: ABB (A in Music or History) 

Italian & Music 
A-level: ABB (A in Music or Italian) 

Mathematics & Music 
A-level: ABB (A in Mathematics) 

Admissions and entry requirements
Applicants to the College come from a 
diverse range of backgrounds and we accept 
a broad range of qualifi cations, including 
Access. Please see page 112 for further 
information. For opportunities to visit, 
please see page 120.

www.rhul.ac.uk/Music/ 

Music
Faculty of Arts

“In the Music Department, a good balance is struck between 
the academic and practical study of Music. Talented 

and friendly lecturers never fail to inspire, and it seems 
impossible to resist participating in a wide spectrum of 

extra-curricular activities. I am a member of the Chapel 
Choir, which sings daily in the beautiful College Chapel, and 

have directed the New Music Ensemble, whose repertoire 
includes today’s music and foresees tomorrow’s.”

Jules Omura, BA French & Music
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Further details 

Dr Phil Meeson
Admissions Tutor 
Department of Physics
Royal Holloway, University of London
Egham, Surrey TW20 0EX, UK
T: +44 (0)1784 443506
F: +44 (0)1784 472794
physics@rhul.ac.uk

Fact fi le

Expected intake 2010: 50

Typical offers 
UCAS Tariff: 320–360  points

A-level: AAA/ABB  (including Physics 
& Mathematics)

International Baccalaureate: 34 points 
(including 6/7 points at Higher Level in 
Physics & Mathematics)

For international students:
IELTS score: 6.5 overall

Admissions and entry requirements
Applicants to the College come from a 
diverse range of backgrounds and we accept 
a broad range of qualifi cations, including 
Access. Please see page 112 for further 
information. For opportunities to visit, 
please see page 120.

Degree programmes

4-Year MSci degrees
F303 Physics 

F510 Astrophysics

F321 Theoretical Physics

F372 Physics with Particle Physics 

F313 Applied Physics

3-Year BSc degrees
F300 Physics 

F511 Astrophysics

F340 Theoretical Physics 

F370 Physics with Particle Physics

Physics as a Major subject
F3W3 BSc Physics with Music 

F3V5 BSc Physics with Philosophy 

Joint degrees
GF43 BSc Computer Science & Physics 

GF13 BSc Mathematics & Physics 

GFC3 MSci Mathematics & Physics 

FF65 BSc Planetary Geology

All Single Honours programmes in Physics are accredited by the 
Institute of Physics.

“I decided to study here because I was very impressed by the 
wide range of options available and the excellent reputation.  
The staff have an ‘open door’ approach, so individual help is 
not a problem. In my fi nal year I worked on an experimental 

project to image human tissue using low temperature 
quantum devices in one of the research groups. This was very 
exciting and I chose to continue this project as a PhD student.”

Aya Shibahara, MSci and PhD Physics

Studying Physics at university

Physics is fundamental in understanding the world around us, from 
explaining the origins of the universe to developing the technology 
for the computers of tomorrow. The study of Physics develops clarity 
and fl exibility of thought within a logical and analytical framework 
and promotes advanced conceptual understanding. The attraction 
of Physics is often the desire for insight and understanding of the 
fundamental workings of nature. A degree in Physics is proof of a 
strong, versatile scientifi c education incorporating problem solving 
and communication skills together with enhanced mathematical and 
practical abilities that future employers fi nd very attractive. Above all, 
the study of Physics is fun, enjoyable and deeply satisfying.

Physics at Royal Holloway

Royal Holloway is one of the major centres for Physics teaching 
and research in the University of London. The Department has an 
outstanding reputation, with more than half of the departments 
research rated in the top categories of internationally excellent or 
world leading in the 2008 Research Assessment Exercise. In the QAA 
Review (the national review of teaching quality) the Department was 

rated excellent with a score of 23 out of 24. We regularly appear very 
highly rated in the Guardian and The Times university league tables 
and in the latest National Student Survey we came fourth of all UK 
Physics departments in the category of overall student satisfaction 
and third for graduate employment.

Our research includes high energy and particle physics; emergent 
phenomena in condensed matter physics; low temperature, 
superconducting and superfl uid physics; nanophysics and 
nanotechnology; quantum devices; machine vision & signal 
processing and theoretical physics.

General course information

We maintain a medium-sized department with an excellent staff-
student ratio, a friendly atmosphere and individual attention that is 
highly conducive to learning. We offer both three-year BSc and four-
year MSci undergraduate honours programmes. The MSci degree in 
Physics (F303) is the most popular undergraduate course. MSci degrees 
are recommended for those who wish to proceed to postgraduate 
study, to retain a long-term commitment to Physics or to a technical 
career or for those who simply wish to undertake a broader and 
deeper study of the subject. Degree programmes in the Department of 
Physics are based on a course unit system, which combines a coherent 
set of core courses with a choice of options. The fourth year is taught 
in collaboration with three other University of London colleges: King’s, 
Queen Mary, and University College, providing a choice of options that 
rivals the UK’s largest teaching departments.

We offer a comprehensive range of undergraduate degrees. For 
example, F303 Physics includes both experimental and theoretical 
aspects of the subject together with core material such as quantum 
mechanics, relativity, electromagnetism, mathematical and computer 
techniques and a major experimental project in the fi nal year. 
F321 Theoretical Physics emphasises mathematics for physicists, 
computational physics and includes a theoretical project. The 
Astrophysics courses cover the physics of astronomical objects, 
observational astronomy and theoretical cosmology together with an 

astrophysics based fi nal year project. F372 Physics with Particle Physics covers the physics 
of the fundamental constituents of matter, accelerator and detector technology and 
includes a fi eld trip to an international particle physics facility such as CERN (Geneva). 
Joint courses (50/50) and Physics courses with Minor subjects (75/25) allow for mixing of 
Physics with another interest such as Music, Philosophy or Computer Science. 

Facilities

The Department consists of two purpose-built interconnected buildings. The Tolansky 
Building contains extensive nanofabrication and clean room laboratories, sample 
growth facilities, well-equipped teaching laboratories and a popular Common Room, 
where undergraduates, postgraduates and staff congregate informally. The Wilson 
Building contains the low temperature laboratories with extensive cryogenic facilities, 
the particle physics GRID computers as well as nanophysics and quantum device 
laboratories. An astronomical dome includes computer controlled optical and radio 
telescopes and scintillator arrays for measuring cosmic rays. 

Teaching and assessment

Teaching is carried out by a variety of methods including lectures, problem-solving and 
examples classes, weekly small group tutorials and laboratory and project work. The 
skills developed include those that are fundamental and applicable to all degrees, such 
as communication and computing skills. Final year projects usually take place within 
a research group and form a substantial part of the fi nal year. Courses are examined 
at the end of each academic year. A proportion of the mark is given, if applicable, for 
coursework and laboratory assignments.

Careers

Degrees in Physics are highly regarded by employers. You might embark on a career as 
a professional physicist in industry, government service or higher education, but there 
are many other professions for a person who has been trained to understand complex 
data, think logically and critically and communicate ideas effectively. For example, 
Physics graduates are highly valued in the fi nancial markets in the City as well as the 
more traditional routes of medicine, engineering and management. With a good MSci 
degree you will also be eligible for postgraduate studies in the UK and abroad.

www.rhul.ac.uk/Physics/ 

Physics
Faculty of Science
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Further details 

Admissions Tutor
Department of Politics & International Relations
Royal Holloway, University of London
Egham, Surrey TW20 0EX, UK
T: +44 (0)1784 443149
F: +44 (0)1784 434375
PIR-admissions@rhul.ac.uk

Fact fi le

Expected intake 2010: 100 (approximately)

Typical offers 
UCAS Tariff: 320 points

A-level: ABB

BTEC National Diploma: Distinction, 
Distinction, Merit

International Baccalaureate: 34 Points

For international students:
IELTS score: 6.5 overall with 7.0 in writing

Admissions and entry requirements
Applicants to the College come from a 
diverse range of backgrounds and we accept 
a broad range of qualifi cations, including 
Access. Please see page 112 for further 
information. For opportunities to visit, 
please see page 120.

Degree programmes

L200 Politics

L290  Politics & International Relations

 European Studies (see page 80)

Politics as a Major subject
L2V5 Politics with Philosophy

Joint degrees
LL12 Economics, Politics & International Relations

FL82 Geography, Politics & International Relations

VL12 History & International Relations

Politics or International Relations as a Minor subject
L1L2 Economics with Political Studies

R1LF French with International Relations

R1L2 French with Political Studies

R2LF German with International Relations

R2L2 German with Political Studies

R3LF Italian with International Relations

R3L2 Italian with Political Studies

Q1L2 Multilingual Studies with International Relations

W3L2 Music with Political Studies

R4L2 Spanish with International Relations

“What attracted me was the ranking in the top universities 
in the UK, a University of London degree and a worldwide 

reputation. The fi rst year made the transition from A-levels 
smooth and there’s an atmosphere of intellectual debate that 

motivates you to work. Teaching draws on the staff’s research 
interests, giving lessons added depth, and development of 

electronic teaching methods shows the ambition for the 
future. I would recommend studying here.”

Julia Osborn, BA Politics; currently studying for a PhD in the
 Department, where she also completed her Masters degree

What is Politics & International Relations?

The study of Politics & International Relations is about the processes 
by which power is deployed and the outcomes that its application 
achieves, or ought to achieve. At Royal Holloway we seek to reveal 
the strengths and weaknesses of political processes and ideas, and, 
importantly, the limitations, as well as the positive potential, of 
legitimate political activity. By studying the subject, our students will 
be able to reach their own well informed conclusions about such 
things – and challenge the conclusions reached by others.

Politics & International Relations at Royal Holloway

The Department of Politics and International Relations at 
Royal Holloway, University of London has an outstanding 
reputation for teaching and research. The Department has a vibrant 
research culture, focusing on political life at the global, the national 
and the local levels. Issues are examined from many different 
standpoints, with each approach complementing and enriching the 
others. Led by internationally-renowned academics, our stimulating 
programme of taught and research degrees is informed by our 
cutting-edge research, ensuring you are kept up-to-date with the 
very latest information and approaches. Designed to inspire and 

challenge, our degrees explore a range of important issues in this 
discipline and can lead to improved career opportunities.

We are a young and rapidly expanding department that offers an 
exciting variety of Single and Joint Honours degrees. Our degree 
programmes are fl exible and combine theoretical study with that 
of contemporary events and issues. The main focus is on the 
comparison of political systems and ideas – comparing different 
democracies and how they function, for example, and contrasting 
those with other forms of government in the modern world – and 
the ways states, however governed domestically, relate to one 
another and other institutions within the international system.

All of our programmes refl ect the research strengths of our academic 
staff. These include research into: security, foreign policy and 
international diplomacy, international law, the use of military force, 
the European Union and other European institutions, globalisation, 
comparative politics, electoral behaviour, the nature of democracy 
and democratisation, political theory, rights and justice, the impact of 
media and new communication technology on politics, nationalism, 
migration and the issues relating to asylum and refugees. Much of 
our research has an international dimension refl ecting our links with 
other universities in the USA, Europe, and the Far East.

The Department was ranked in the top ten small Politics departments 
in the United Kingdom in the 2008 Research Assessment Exercise 
(RAE), fi nishing 9th among departments of Politics with fewer 
than 20 researchers, and 2nd among those with fewer than 15 
researchers. Overall, 70% of the Department’s research publications 
were judged to be in the top three categories: ‘internationally 
excellent’ (31%), ‘recognised internationally’ (35%) or ‘world-leading’ 
(4%) in terms of their ‘originality, signifi cance and rigour’.

General course information

All of our fi rst year students complete a common package of courses to qualify them for 
entry to the second year of our programmes. This consists of four courses: Classic and 
Contemporary Readings in Politics and International Relations; Introduction to Globalization; 
Introduction to International Relations; and Introduction to Politics and Government. 

Your freedom to choose the topics that suit your interests increases as you proceed through 
your degree. The second year consists of the main core and optional courses in each fi eld of 
study and is designed to provide the main body of knowledge on a given topic. 

In their fi nal year students take three advanced specialist courses and also – as the 
fourth unit – they present a dissertation of 7,000–10,000 words on a topic which 
particularly interests them within one of their fi elds of study. 

Those doing joint degrees in either Politics or International Relations and subjects in 
other departments will have a package of four courses designed specifi cally around 
their particular needs. 

Teaching and assessment

Teaching varies between courses but, typically, consists of one lecture and one seminar 
per course, per week. Students take the equivalent of 4 course units each year, which 
means a commitment to about eight hours of formal engagement with the academic staff 
and each other every week. This leaves a minimum of over 30 hours each week for private 
study and research in preparation for seminars and coursework. Most courses are assessed 
by a mixture of examinations and coursework, with coursework essays representing an 
important means both of providing feedback from tutors and for assessing progress. 
All students complete an undergraduate dissertation during their fi nal year.

Study abroad

Students are encouraged to consider participating in Royal Holloway’s Study Abroad 
Programme, a rewarding and enriching experience. We have arrangements with 
prestigious institutions in Europe, Australia, Canada, Japan and the United States. 
Entry to the Programme is by open competition. 

Student societies

Each student in the Department is invited to become a member of the Politics & 
International Relations Society (PIRSoc) and the European Society. Probably the most 
active student societies on campus, these are student-run bodies which organise events 
as well as opportunities for socialising and meeting fellow students. In recent times the 
PIRSoc has organised trips to the European Commission in Brussels and to the United 
Nations in New York. The European Society arranges a six-day fi eld trip to Brussels, 
Frankfurt and Strasbourg.

Careers and postgraduate opportunities

Graduates from the Department are well prepared for careers in both the private 
and public sectors and for professional training. Careers our graduates have chosen 
in recent times have included the law, the civil service, accountancy, management, 
journalism, broadcasting, computing, teaching, and diplomacy. A signifi cant number of 
our top graduates go on to further their study, entering postgraduate programmes both 
at Royal Holloway or in other prestigious Higher Education institutions at home and 
abroad. The Department offers a range of exciting Masters streams. Following Masters 
study, the option is then open to proceed to a research degree.

www.rhul.ac.uk/Politics-and-IR/ 

Politics & International Relations
Faculty of History & Social Sciences
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Further details 

Faculty Administrator
Department of Psychology
Royal Holloway, University of London
Egham, Surrey TW20 0EX, UK
T: +44 (0)1784 443526
F: +44 (0)1783 434347
PSY-Enquiries@rhul.ac.uk

Fact fi le

Expected intake 2010: 162

Typical offers 
A-level: AAB/ABB 
(depending on the subjects taken)

BTEC National Diploma: Distinctions in 
most fi nal year subjects

International Baccalaureate: 34–36 points 
(depending on the subjects taken)

For international students: 
IELTS score: 6.5 overall

Admissions and entry requirements
Applicants to the College come from a 
diverse range of backgrounds and we accept 
a broad range of qualifi cations, including 
Access. Please see page 112 for further 
information. All entrants are required 
to hold GCSE Mathematics at grade B 
(or equivalent). For opportunities to visit, 
please see page 120.

Degree programmes

C1C8 BSc Biology with Psychology 

GC18 BSc Mathematics & Psychology 

W3C8 BA Music with Psychology 

C800 BSc Psychology

“I chose to come here because the Department had the 
reputation of being one of the best in the UK. The staff 
are all inspiring and, although independent thinking is 

highly endorsed, the student is given support that gives 
them the feeling they’re not on their own. I can look back 

at my years here and say that it’s been an experience to 
remember and one to build my future career upon.”

Marie Nathalie Miciano, BSc Psychology

What is Psychology?

Psychology is the study of how people think, react and interact. It is 
concerned with all aspects of behaviour and the thoughts, feelings 
and motivations that underlie such behaviour. It is an important 
subject because it relates to the whole range of human experience, 
from visual perception to complex social interactions. Studying 
Psychology involves learning transferable skills such as critical 
reading, report writing, interviewing, survey research, observation, 
measurement, experimentation and using statistics to assess the 
signifi cance of research fi ndings. These skills are relevant to a wide 
number of occupational settings.

Psychology at Royal Holloway

We are one of the top Psychology departments in the UK. We 
receive consistently excellent ratings for the quality of our teaching, 
as evaluated both by external bodies (QAA) and by our own students 
(National Student Survey). In the 2008 RAE, 70% of our research 
was classed as internationally leading, placing us as one of the top 
10 UK departments for research excellence in ranked lists (Guardian 
& Times Higher). We offer a varied programme of innovative courses, 
equipping students with a wide portfolio of transferable skills. The 
high quality of our teaching has enabled three-quarters or more 
of our students to obtain fi rst or upper-second class degrees in 
recent years. Our Single Honours degree is recognised by the British 
Psychological Society for the Graduate Basis for Registration – 
essential for professional recognition as a psychologist. 

General course information

The fi rst two years of the Psychology course cover a central core 
of knowledge in a range of key areas. In the fi nal year, students 
work closely with members of academic staff to carry out research 
projects on topics at the cutting edge of contemporary research. 
All other fi nal year courses are optional, so students can choose to 
focus on areas of Psychology that particularly interest them. The 
work is divided into courses, most with a value of half a course unit. 
Students study four course units each year and must pass at least 
nine in three years to qualify for the BSc degree. 

Facilities

Excellent facilities are available for both teaching and research. 
We have our own magnetic resonance scanner, which allows us 
to measure brain activity during various tasks. We also have a range 
of other facilities including apparatus to stimulate focal areas in the 
brain (TMS), technology for tracking eye movements, systems for 
tracking precise body movements in very young children and adults, 
the ability to create virtual reality environments, and closed circuit TV 
for discreet observation of behaviour. 

Teaching and assessment

Each week in the fi rst two years there are around 11 hours of 
formal teaching, including lectures, practical classes, and small-
group tutorials. This pattern changes in the fi nal year according to 
each student’s individual options. Most courses are assessed by a 
combination of written examinations and coursework. Progression 
from one year to the next is dependent on passing compulsory 
courses. Each student’s progress is overseen by a member of 
academic staff who acts as their personal adviser throughout the 
degree course.

Careers

Our Psychology degrees equip students with advanced research skills, excellent 
written and oral communication skills, and an understanding of human behaviour. 
Our graduates have entered careers as diverse as broadcasting, publishing, journalism, 
banking, insurance, computing, local government and management consultancy. Many 
of our leavers go on to postgraduate training, leading to professional careers in areas 
such as clinical, occupational, educational, health, forensic and research psychology.

Postgraduate opportunities

We have a lively community of PhD students working in many different areas of 
Psychology, all of whom benefi t from the extensive supervisory expertise of our 
academic staff. We also run MSc courses in Human Neuroscience and Applied Social 
Psychology, as well as a Doctorate in Clinical Psychology, approved by the British 
Psychological Society.

www.rhul.ac.uk/Psychology/ 
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Fact fi le

Students on the Foundation Year have 
ranged in ages from 18 to 55. They have 
come from a number of backgrounds, but at 
the end have gained the necessary skills to 
complete a University of London degree.

Admissions 
Applications should be made through UCAS 
(see page 110).  

Further Details 
Dr Tony Stead
Programme Director
Science Foundation Year
School of Biological Sciences
Royal Holloway, University of London
Egham, Surrey TW20 0EX, UK
T: +44 (0)1784 443761
F: +44 (0)1784 414224
a.stead@rhul.ac.uk

The Science Foundation Year (SFY) is the fi rst of an integrated four-year programme 
leading to a wide range of Single and Joint Honours degrees at Royal Holloway. It has 
been designed to enable students in the following groups to enter Royal Holloway:

•  mature students – the typical applicant will have left school some years ago and have 
had a job, but they are now looking to complete a degree to further their career 
prospects, or simply for enjoyment.

•  students with a mixture of vocational experience and qualifi cations that are 
inappropriate for direct entry to a science degree at Royal Holloway

•  A-level students who have completed non-science A-levels, or those who have not 
studied the appropriate combination of science A-levels, but who now wish to read 
for a science degree. 

•  in exceptional circumstances students with appropriate science A-levels which are 
not of high enough standard for direct entry to the fi rst year of their chosen degree 
pathway at Royal Holloway.

•  international students who have good written and spoken English, but whose 
scientifi c knowledge is not suffi cient for direct entry to Royal Holloway.

The Science Foundation Programme is taught at Strode’s College, Egham, 
(approximately 10 minutes walk from the College campus), where staff are highly 
qualifi ed with many years of experience in teaching courses leading to higher 
education. Each student’s course of study may vary slightly depending on their 
background, experience and their proposed degree subject specialisation.

Studying on the Science Foundation Year has many advantages. Firstly, you are a 
student of the University of London from the start. This means that you have access to 
all facilities in Royal Holloway, such as the Library, Computer Centre, Students’ Union 
and the many clubs and societies. Secondly, successful completion of the programme 
guarantees a place on the degree of your choice. Finally, if you wish to live on campus, 
Royal Holloway can offer you a place in halls for the Foundation Year and the fi rst year 
of your degree.

www.rhul.ac.uk/studying/sfy.html 

The Science Foundation Year

“I would recommend a similar 
course to anyone wary of going 
back into education but wishing 
to improve their prospects.”

Fatmata Tarawalie, Science Foundation Year
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